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Pre- nursery (emerging, developing and secure) 
 

Reading 1 I have some favourite stories, rhymes, songs, poems and share them 
with an adult, peer or look at them alone. 

2 I can join in with rhyming and rhythmic activities 
3 I can fill in the missing word or phrase in a known rhyme, story or game. 
4 I am beginning to turn pages in books. 

5 I enjoy exploring books, lifting flaps or finding hidden words 
6 I can ask questions about a book and make comments and or share my 

ideas. 
7 I can repeat words or phrases from familiar stories. 
8 I can select my name supported by a picture prompt. 

9 I enjoy using story resources to retell parts of familiar stories 
10 I can develop my play around favourite stories using props. 
11 I can make links between print I see in the environment. 

 

Comprehension 1 I am beginning to ask questions about something I have heard or seen. 
2 I understand who, what, where in simple questions. 

3 I can respond to simple one step instruction 
4 I can respond to a sentence containing 2 information carrying words eg 

give teddy the cup. 

Nursery (emerging, developing and secure) 
 

Reading  1 I can say and perform action to a familiar nursery rhyme. 

2 I am beginning to recognise language patterns in stories, poems and 
other texts (repeated phrases, rhyme, alliteration)  

3 I can say the rhyming word at the end of a familiar rhyme. 
4 I can recognise rhythm in spoken words by clapping and tapping 
syllables in words. 

5 I can hear and sort objects by their initial sound. 
6 I can hear and sort objects by their end sounds. 
7 I can listen to stories with increasing attention and recall. 

8 I can join in with repeated refrains and anticipate key events and 
phrases in familiar rhymes and stories. 

9 I can describe the main setting and principal characters in a story. 
10 I can talk about illustrations and print in books. 
11 I can talk about print in the environment (own name, signs, logos) 

12 I can look at books independently. 
13 I can handle a book carefully. 

14 I can hold books the correct way up and turn the pages one at a time. 
15 I can pretend to read familiar books, drawing on my memory, language 
patterns and illustrations as prompts. 

16 I know that when I read I start at the top and go from left to right. 
17 I can read my name. 
 

Comprehension 1 I understand the use of objects eg. what do we use to cut things?. 
2 I can show my understanding of prepositions by carrying out and action 
or selecting the correct picture for under, on top, behind. 

3 I understand more complex sentences eg put your toys away and then 
we can read a book 
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4 I am beginning to understand how and why questions. 

5 I can respond to a sentence containing 3 information carrying words 

Reception (emerging, developing and secure) 
 

Reading  1 I can recognise rhyming words in familiar rhymes, poems and stories. 

2 I can recognise a rhyming pair 
3 I can continue a rhyming string. 

4 I can recognise and say initial sounds in words. 
5 I can recognise and say the end sound in words. 
6 I can read some letter groups that each represent one sound. 

7 I can read some 1 syllable words by blending using some of the 
grapheme-phoneme correspondence I have learnt. 

8 I can blend the sounds to read simple words made up of the letter-
sound  correspondences I have learnt. 
9 I am beginning to read simple phrases and sentences. 

10 I can choose a book that I would like to read. 
11 I can identify the title on a book 
12 I enjoy exploring a range of books. 

13 I understand that words and pictures in books and computers give 
information. 

 

Comprehension 1 I can respond to instructions involving a two part sequence. 
2 I can share my understanding of something I have heard. 

3 I can follow a story without pictures or props. 
4 I can respond appropriately to ideas expressed by others in 
conversation or discussion. 

ELG 
 

Reading  

 

1 I can say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 

digraphs. 
2 I can read words consistent with my phonic knowledge by sound-
blending 

3 I can read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with 
my phonic knowledge, including some common exception words. 
*4 I can suggest what a story might be about from the title, blurb or 

illustrations. 
*5 I can talk about main points or key events in a simple text. 

*6 I can sequence the important parts of a story in order.  
*7 I can recognise language patterns in stories, poems and other texts.  
*8 I can choose and share my favourite books I like to read for pleasure 

from a selection. 

Comprehension 1 I can demonstrate understanding of what has been read to me by 
retelling stories and narratives using my words and recently introduced 

vocabulary. 
2 I can anticipate, where appropriate, key events in stories 
3 I can use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during 

discussions about stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems and during role-play. 
*4 I can follow instructions using several ideas or actions. 

*5 I can answer how and why questions about my own experiences. 
*6 I can answer how and why questions in response to stories or events. 
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*7 I can express my views about events or characters after listening to a 

story. 
*8 I can understand humour. 

 


